POETRY
so long as it was not the determinism of "the inexorable laws of economics", that blasphemy which blackened a century, and against which Ruskin cried in vain It felt that this life also was worth living, especially as the claims of the next were beginning to grow a trifle dim Its instinct was right, evea thought it largely misunderstood the poem, and was, possibly, unable to appreciate its poetic qualities
Yet FitzGerald's poem did not constitute a poetical revolution, as did those of the pre-Raphaehtes (some of which preceded the Rubaiyaf]   It was a protest, not a new conception of the poetic idea But here one must be careful  it is not altogether easy to say who the pre-Raphaelite poets were, and their conceptions of poetry vaned a good deal Dante Gabriel Rossetti is the only pattern poet of the school, but one must include his brother William Michael, and his sister Christina, though she had other affinities. Morris, Swinburne, Patmore, for various reasons and in different senses, are part of the movement, and so, naturally, are such minor figures as the sculptor Woolner But certain things can be said at least about their beginnings, as published m their magazine,  The Germ, which appeared in iSso,1 and lasted for four numbers It is easier to describe what the school did not stand for rather than what it did maintain, or rather in what way it differed from the current of the time It did not regard poetry as being prophetic, as being mainly philosophical in intent, it was not on the whole going to concern itself with intellectual complications after the manner of Browning, nor with social conditions Thus it divided itself sharply from the great writers of the time, Tennyson, Browning, Arnold As an intellectual movement, judged in retrospect, if is something of a backwater, it smacks too much of the ivory tower But it brought back into the idea of ppetry something that was in danger of being lost, the idea of its indirect effect, the idea that it deals with modes of t&ougjit and feeling that cannot be expressed m prose, and it *#-* introduced the notion of the primacy of personal feeling It
1 The Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood (P JR. B ) was founded in 1848 Its first pictures were exhibited in 1849, and much derided till Ruskin flew to the rescue
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